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Danny, King of the Basement
by David S. Craig

Directed by David Craig
Music Composition by Richard Sacks
Set and Costume Designs by Andjelija Djuric

The Cast
Penelope. ................... Tonia Usher
Louise. ... Jodie L. Weiss
Danny...................... Jamie Israel
Angelo..................... Eric Zaklukiewicz

School Tours, January-June, 2007
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Arizona Commission on the Arts
Arizona Diamondbacks Charities
Bashas’Markets
DMB, Medtronic Foundation
Phoenix Suns Charities
Scottsdale Cultural Council
Scottsdale League for the Arts
City of Tempe/Tempe Municipal Arts Commission
The Eliot Spalding Foundation
The Shubert Foundation
The Stocker Foundation
Tuscon/Pima Arts Council
Wells Fargo

Preview Guide for Parents and Teachers
for Childsplay’s Production of

Danny, King of the Basement

We hope you find this guide helpful in preparing your children
for an enjoyable and educational theatrical experience.
Included you’ll find things to talk about before and after
seeing the performance, classroom activities that deal with
curriculum connections and education standards, and resource
materials.

The Story:

Danny 'Delco’ Carter and his mom move a lot, so Danny’s
learned how to pack his bags faster than it takes to tie a
shoelace. And, he can make a friend in a morning and a best
friend in a day. But, far from being overcome by his transient
lifestyle, Danny appears to be thriving. When Danny and his
mom move to a new basement apartment, the neighbor kids
Angelo and Penelope aren’t getting along very well—with
each other or with their parents. Penelope's parents are
divorced and won't talk to each other. Angelo's Dad is jobless
and sounds like a dinosaur. But Danny's imaginative play
creates an alternate world which is exactly what he and his
new friends need to help them cope with the problems they
face in real life.

Most enjoyed by young people ages 7 and up.
Talk Topics: homelessness / illiteracy / growing up too fast /

escapism / dysfunctional families / economic status /
emotional abuse/ friendship

Arizona Academic Standards:

Your visit to the theater as well as the preparation and follow
up activities can involve many content areas from the Arizona
Department of Education K-12 Academic Standards. Many of
the suggested discussion topics and activities can be tied to
standards in several areas. If you would like a more detailed
list of standard connections for your particular grade we
would be happy to assist. Simply email Katie McFadzen at
kmcfadzen@childsplayaz.org or call 480-350-8105. You can
access the new arts standards at:
www.ade.az.gov/asd/arts/ArtsStandards.asp

Special thanks to Pat McCarthy, for contributions to this study
guide. To access the original study guide go to:
www.roseneath.ca/studyguides/DannyTeachingGuide.doc

About Childsplay:

Childsplay is a non-profit professional theatre company of
adult actors, performing for young audiences and families.
We love to hear from our audience members!

Send letters, drawings or reviews to:

Childsplay, Inc.

PO Box 517

Tempe, AZ 85280
Call us at 480-350-8101

1-800-583-7831 (in-state)

Email us at: info@childsplayaz.org
Web Site: www.childsplayaz.org
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